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Who am I?

• 22 years experience in testing.
• I did assignments as contractor at Rabobank, Achmea and 

Belastingdienst (to name a few)
• Role: Software Engineer in Test and Test Engineer
• One of the editors for TestNetNieuws of TestNet (Dutch association 

for testers, 1900 professional testers are subscribed)
• LinkedIn: 

• https://www.linkedin.com/in/johnkronenberg/
• Email: 

• john.kronenberg@closesure.nl
• jr.kronenberg@belastingdienst.nl
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Background of this lightning talk
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What is testing?

Questioning a product in order to evaluate it (James Bach)

Testing gathers information about a product with the intention to inform 
a decision (Jerry Weinberg)

Testers see things for what they are. They make informed decisions 
about quality possible, because they think critically about software 
(RST)

Most people who use computer programs are not computer 
programmers, and there are many ways in which a tester can question 
and investigate a product without programming (Michael Bolton)
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Main idea 1

• in the field not only people are needed who are good in test 
automation, but also for the traditional testers with less knowledge 
and ambition in test automation
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Let’s use the correct words!
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• “Automated testing is the act of conducting specific tests via 
automation (i.e., a set of regression tests) as opposed to 
conducting them manually, while test automation refers to 
automating the process of tracking and managing the different 
tests.” (Kyle McMeekin, Tricentis)



What is automated testing?
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Main idea 2

• Real automated testing is a relative small part of all needed activities 
within a test cycle of a project
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New role needed?
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Main idea 3

• That small part of test automation can be done perfectly by 
developers or really specialized automated testers (fe. “Software 
Engineer in Test” role)
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Main idea 4, 5

• It could become a problem that testers of today will become 
automated testers for tomorrow only by adding tooling to their 
resumés.

• Certification for Software Engineers in Test is needed
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What are your thoughts about the ideas?

1. in the field not only people are needed who are good in test 
automation, but also for the traditional testers with less knowledge 
and ambition in test automation

2. Real automated testing is a relative small part of all needed activities 
within a test cycle of a project

3. That small part of test automation can be done perfectly by 
developers or really good test automators (fe. “Software Engineer in 
Test” role)

4. For really good test automators the insourcing of not good test 
automators can become a problem

5. Certification for Software Engineers is needed
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